| - . : y o

| e, - —_—— . 20X
- Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/11/18 : CIA-RDP80T00246A069800280001-7 N
2 & P V L

INFORMATION REPORT INFORMATION REPORT

L CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

This material containg information affecting, the National Defense of the United "States within the meaning of the Espionage Laws, Title
18, TLS.C. Secs. 793 and 794, the transmission or revelation of which in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.

C-0-N-F-1-D-E-N-T-I-A-L 50X1
NO FORRIGN DISSEM
COUNTRY USSR (Central Asia) REPORT
SUBJECT Survey of Turkmen SSR DATE DISTR. 8 October 1963
Survey of Ashkhabad
A At~ Cn g NO. PAGES 1
OL‘"’-Q""@LC—“‘\ REFERENCES
DATE OF 50X1-HUM
INFO.
PLACE & 50X1-HUM
DATE ACQ.

tHis 15 UNEVALUATED INFORMATION. SOURCE GRADINGS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT !S TENTATIVE.

study on Turkmen and its capital city,
Ashkhabad. The study includes information cn such subjects as
water supplies, industry, agriculture, traffic and transport routes.

S50X1 .

S50X1

C-0-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L
NO FOREIGN DISSEM -

oW N

GROUP 1
Excluded from automatic
dewngrading and
declassification

STATE Ip1A {ARMY | Navy | A |NsA [ap [ | 50X1

I
\D/eclassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/11/18 : CIA-RDP80T00246A069800280001-7




o

Hos - ‘ R N

&

Declassified in Part Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release 2013/1 1/18 : CIA-RDP80T00246A069800280001-7

%‘ _ é 7 /l) Rovember, 1962
L CONFIZENTIAL
m’ FPF""’ Tiaonn,

bt wlgd

50X1

nbp

ur vey o f t h e

)

Turl«:menlistary
- —

A shkhabad

Yith @ Town Flan of Ashkhabad

ﬁ’g Frmrea,, oy VERTIoAL

St - 50X1
bl Moy
telo
LANCL.. ]
X GROUP 1
Excluded from aytomatic
;.- dowagrading and
— declassjilr' ia1

S0X1!
i Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Ap[:_aroved for Release 201|3/1 118 : CIA-RDP80T90246A069800280001-7 |




- " E-

50X1

] - -—

3

" |
Declassmed in Part Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/1 1/18 . CIA-RDP80T00246A069800280001-7
Y IR MRS

NO FCEECH EISSER

Contents

Ae Introductions ' page z
B. Dsta on the capital of Turlmenistan
Asghkhabad prge 3
1., rosition on? Development of the
town of Ashkhiabad page 3
2. The Character of the town of
Ashkhab~d pege 5
C. The "raffic and "ransport Routes of
ashithobad page 6
7. The Reilway Routes from ashXhabad pree 7
2. ‘he Road Ketwork of .shihabnd Dage 3
3¢ Adr Lines from rfshlthabad bage 9
4, The Kara-Ium Canal bage 9
D, ZIndustzry in Ashih: b4 prge 11

L CONFIZENTIAL

ND Frmrin Rooree

e L\vn-u !

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/11/18 : CIA-RDP80T00246A069800280001-7



50X1!

Deiéla.ssified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/11/18 : CIA-RDP80T00246A069800280001-7

o 7

B

B. Data on the capital of Turkmenistan
Ashkhabad

b- 24—+ L 1 1+ Bt s+ -+t T Ty

1. Position and Development of the town of Ashkhabad

Ashkhabad is eituated 25 mileJ=;;gB)fhe frontier of Iran, on
the northern spurs of the Kopet-Dag mountains., The climate
is definitely continental with very hot, dry summers and
temperatures of up to 113° Pahrenheithfgog e shade,

Prior to Russian conquest Ashkhabad was only a small Turkmen
village, which has however completely disappeared as a
result of the development of the town. As the tearist Russe
iane had conaiderable difficulty in conquering Turkmenistan,
and the teariet army as well as the Russian colonial offic-
ials were constantly attacked by the Turkmen people, the
tearist government in 1881 erected a fortress for the tsar-
ist sbldiers near to the original village of Ashkhabad. Prom
here pa#t of the country was to be kept under control. In-
cidentally, it was only in 1881 that the fortress of the
Teke-Turkmans, Gktepe (28 milegzggg%%west of Ashkhabad),
fell after having been besieged by 7,000 Russians.

Within a few years a small town, which was definitely colone 0
1al in character, wae built round this fortress in Ashkhabad, 1
the ruins of which still exist today in the form of & hill M
known as "Fortress Hill". This new town was essentially a
Russian town, for there was hardly any Turkmen population. As
early as 1888 Ashkhabad slreasdy became the capital of the
Trans-Caspian region. That same year the Ashkhabad Railway,
which had been constructed for purely milifary reasons and
extended along the northern flank of Chorassan, was completad.@

Ea
i)

At that time Ashkhabaad already had & large Russian gerrison.
In addition, there was also an edministrative centre. Oon-
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sequently and also as a result of the completion of the
railway, the town steadily grew in size. It was inhabited
mainly by Russians, but Poles, Armenians, Tatars and others
also came to Ashkhabad as artisans, railway workers, demob-
ilized soldiers, etc., The Turkmen population refused to live
in Ashkhabad amongst these foreigners, whom they regarded
with animosity, and preferred to live, not in the town, but
in their own settlements outside Ashkhabad, For this reason
there are no old and new parts of the town in Ashkhabad as
for instance in Tashkent and Bokhara, where the Turkestanian
population lives in the o0l4d parts of the town. True, prior
to and after World War II more Turkmans have settled in
Ashkhabad than was formerly the case, but even today the
majority of the population consists of Russians and various
other peoples,

During and after the Russian October revolution of 1917
Ashkhabad was one of the centres of resistance against the
Bolsheviks. In the summer of 1919 Ashkhabad was seiged by
the Bolsheviks, but the Turkmans continued to put up an
armed resistance in the more remote regions until 1928, Even
in the years that followed ¢lashes occurred again and again
between the Russians and the Turkmen people.

In 1919 Ashkhabad was renamed Poltoratsk, but in 1927 it
received its old name 8gain, In 1924 Ashkhabad became the
capital of the newly created Soviet Republic of Turkmenistan,

In 1948 a heavy earthquake occurred, during which most of
Ashkhabad was destroyed. The centre of the town and the
distriect round the railway station in pagticular were badly
damaged. The Soviets then began to rebuild the town on the
old plans, '

At the last census in 1959 the ropulation of Ashkhabad
already numbered 170,000 inhabitants, and it can be assumed
that this figure hes increased 8till more during the past
few years, since industry there is constantly being expanded.
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2. _The Character of the Town of Ashkhabad ' ﬁ

Ashkhabad is 2 typically modern Bussian town with straight,
wide, tree-lined atreets and white houses built 1in a plain
style, Its appearance is by no means in keeping with the

typical aspect of & Turkestanian town. After the earthquaks !
of 1948 most of the dwelling-houses were only built one ‘
storey high, and the majority of public buildings do not have ']
more than two storeys. Numerous Party and government build- R
ings, as for instance the House of the Ministerial Oouncil I
and the building of the Central Committee of the Communist "
Party of Turkmenistan, have been built in such a lavish siyle -
that they remind one of the stations on the underground '
railway in Moscow., But this is a style which is entlrely

o
|
i
alien to the Turkestanian people. !

¥
As the Party, economic and cultural centre of Turkmenistan, ﬁ
Ashkhabad is populated for the most part by civil servants,
officlalg and functionaries, as well as by persone in the
military services. The administrative centre 1s located in ?
the vicinity of the o0ld fortress. The Ploschchad (= square) f
Xarla Marksa and the Ulitsa (= street) Gogolevskaja con-
gtitute the heart of the town. The residential districts are
gituated An the vicinity of the rallway station, which lies }
in the northeast part of the town and is the largest railway |
station in the five Soviet Republice of Turkestan. During
recent years the town has expanded above all towards the
southeast and north. In the north the town borders on the |
Kara-Kum desert and is only separated from 1t by a wide |
belt of orchards.

Ashkhabad possesses a very big garrison and d,large military
administration. These are both located mainly in the vicin-
ity of the old fortress. '

As the cultural centre of the Soviet Republic of Turkmeniatan,i

Gu‘s‘ijﬁ Eu JFHHL
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Ashkhabad possesses a state university - the old and new 50x{1
Gorky University, the Academy of Sciences founded in 1951,
and several institutes. In addition, it also has an opera
.and a ballet theatre, severaliﬁuSsian and Turkmen themtres,
¢inemas, clubs and assembly halls.

‘Aa can be seen from the enclosed map of the town, all the
streets and squares in Ashkhabad, as in other Turkestanian
towns, have Russian names,

¢. The Traffic and Transport Routes of Ashkhabad

The region in and around Ashkhabad belongs to the officially
prohibited zone which foreigners may only enter by special
pernission of Moscow,

50X1-HUM

Ashkhabad is an important traffic and transport centre and a
bilg trans-shipment centre for goods. If one considers the
relatively remote position of Ashkhabad in the extreme south
of Turkestan near to the Iranian frontier and also its
relatively insignificant industry as compared to other
Turkestanian towns and industrisl areas, then it seems sur-
prising that Ashkhabad should have the largest railway
station in the five Soviet Republics of Turkestan.It is
obvious from this fact that solely military and not economic
or traffic and transport reaséns have been decisive in this
‘respect. Por Ashkhabad is neither a railway junction, nor
are the town and the hinterland of such induptrial importance
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as to Justify the existence of the largest railway station
in the five Soviet Republics of Turkestan. It is solely ‘
the exposed position of Ashkhabad as the centre of a fronte
ier republic of the Soviet Union that justifies the sige
and expansion of the railway site of Ashkhabad.

1. Railway Routes from Ashkhabad 50X1-HUM

Ashkhabad is a railway station on the so-called Ashkhabad
Railway, which proceeds from Kizil-Su (= Krasnovedsk) on the
Casplian Sea via the towns of Merv and Chardshoj and links
up with the Tashkent Railway at Sijauddin (= Siadin). Thus
Aahkhabad is oonnected by rail in the west with the Caspian
Sea and in the northeast, via Tashkent, with the general
rallway network of the Soviet Union.

The Ashkhabad Railway, which runs varallel to the Iranian
and Afghan frontiers,is above all of considerable importance
as regards the transport of reinforcements and supplies for
the Bed Army on account of its position. In this respect
Ashkhabad as the capital of Turkmenistan plays a particular-
ly important part since the town possesses a large garrison
and military administration. The station is situated in

the southeast of the town.
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2, The Road Network of Ashkhabad

50X1-HUM

Prom Ashkhabad a good road proceeds in a southerly direction
via the Kopet-Dag mountains to Meshed in Iran. This is the
most important traffic route from Turkmenistan to Iran and
during World War II in particular it was of great importance
for allied transports, which proceeded to the Soviet Union
via Iran. Today this road plays an important part as regards !
trade between the Soviet Union and Iran.

In addition, there is a good motor road from Ashkhabad in a
southwesterly direction to the summer resort of PFiryuza.
Firyuga, which is about 25 milee awgy from Ashkhabad, is
‘situated on the Iranian frontier, and for this reason this
road is of additional importance. In addition to summer
residences and a sanatorium, Piryuza also possesgses &
sonvalescent and a holiday home of the Red Army, which is
situated in a large park. !

\

\

All the roads which lead from Ashkhabad in a southerly dir-
ection to the Iranian frontler and to Iran have to proceed
via the Kopet-Dag mountains, which constitute a considerable

(=
obstacle since they reach an altjtude of about 9, 000 feezmm')

From Ashkhabad and proceeding in a northerly direction there
ie & motor road, which was only recently widened, to the

|
{2250k
- town of Sermy-Savod. Serny-Savod is situated about 160 miles ™
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from Ashkhabad in & northerly direction, in the heart of the
Kara-Kum desert. There are large sulphur deposits and a big
chemical combine in Serny-Savod. In order to ensure a more
rapid transport of raw materials and products from Serny-
Savod the original road which led there from Ashkhabad was
widened and converted into a motor road. Beyond Serny-Savod
the original road continues in a northerly direction via
Chiva to Urgentsh (on the Amu Darya). This connection by
road from Ashkhabad to Chiva via Serny-Savod crosees the Kara-
Kum desert 1in a south to north direction, and thus various
obstacles have to be overcome.

In addition, Ashkhabad also possesses a large number of roads
of local importance which in recent years have constantly
been widened and improved as a result of the conatruction of
the Kara-Kum canal. These roads link up the surrounding
industrial and agricultural districts with the capital of
Turkmenistan and ensure a rapid transport of goods,

3. Air Lines from Ashkhabad

Ashkhabad possesses a modern airport. Moscow, Baku, Tashkent,
Duchambe and all the larger towns of Turkmenistan can easily
be reached by plane from Ashkhabad.

4. The Kara-Kum Canal SOX1-HUM
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To sum up, the Kara-Kum Canal, which proceeds from the Amu
Darya in a westerly direction via the rivers Murgab and
Tedzhen and continues via Ashkhabad as far as the town of
Archman (a railway station on the Ashkhabad Railway west of
Ashkhabad) and has a total length of about 580 mi{Ziﬁ,%fé not
only of importance to agriculture but also plays a sigﬁifi-
cant part as a transport route in the v%g%a&}y of the Afghan j
and Iranian frontiers. The canal is 90 - 120 Peet wide and [
can easily be used by heavy freighters. The southern frontier
of the Soviet Union thus possesses an additional traffic and
transport route.

¥henKhrusheh 0 v during his visit to Turkmenistan
inspected the Kara-Kum Oanal on September 27, 1962, he him-
self said that it was not a canal in the strictest sense but,
rather, a huge lake navigable by large ships. And by this
statement he was stressing its economic, political and
military significance,

The first section of the canal, with a length of 250 miles,
connects the well-watered River Amu Darya with the River i
Murgab and was completed in 1959. The second section, which
oonneﬁﬁﬁktPe rivers Murgab and Tedzhﬁﬂqand has a length of

80 miles ?aome statistice give 87 mileé*?jwas originally not
to be completed until 1962. But since the Russians attach smo
much importance to this canal, construction was speeded up

to such an extent and more machines and workers were employed
80 that this section wae alreedy completed by November 1960.
Work on the third section of the canal, which proceeds from
the River Tedzhen along the Ashkhabad Railway to Ashkhabad,
commenced at the end of 1961.

This waterway is of considerable importance to Ashkhabad
since it constitutes an additional traffic and tranaport
route in the south of the Soviet Union. Moreover, it afforde
MEnTas nCiA DIRQRM
- GORFICERTIAL MO FOTEI] DISSTH
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an additional supply of water for the town and the surround-
ing districts. This fact is, incidentally, constantly
stressed by the Soviet authorities, but it has by no means
been the decisive reason for the construction of the canal
for the northern slopes and spurs of the Kopet-Dag mountaine
have always been well-watered, A fact which is obvious from
the extensive agriculture - above all, the cultivation of
fruit and vegetables - in this region. The decisive factor
which led to the construction of the Kara-Kum Oanal is the
significance of the additional traffic and transport route
which it constitutes. And this was also stressed by
Khrushecehov himself during his recent tour of in-
spection of the canal,

D, Industry in Ashkhabad 50X1-HUM

Today Ashkhabad is an important industrial centre. As a
result of the extensive agricultural districts in the viein-
ity of the town, the food and clothing industries have for
years played an important part in Ashkhabad. Since World

War II and above all in recent years these industries have
been expanded very considerably and also modernized. Wention
must be made in particular of the very big and modern mesat
combine, which is supplied with meat from the cattle-raising
districts in the vicinity., In addition, Ashkhabad also
possesses millls, breweries and distilleries.

The cotton grown in the districts surrgunding Ashkhabsd is
processed and worked qp in ‘Yhe town itself, where there are
r“\ j“il E t“
G@ﬁ‘ ay TAAETRR
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‘ginning faétories, gpinning mills and an extensive clothing
industry. In 1961 a modern factory which turns out ready~
mede clothes was opened, In addition, there are also leather
and shoe factories as well as a silk mill in Ashkhabad.

Ashkhabad 1s also a centre of the metal processing industry.
It possesses blg repair-works for diesel engines and machine
factories which make machines and engines driven by crude
0il, as well as a factory which produces agricultural mach-
ines, a factory which makes cinematographic apparatus, and a
motor repair works.

- The lime deposits in the meighbourhood supply.the raw mater-
ials needed by the lime and brick works in Ashkhabad, which
in their turn supply the town with building materials to an
ever-increasing extent. A new brick works was recently opened
in(ég&%hfbad. The big sulphur deposits in Serny-S8avod, 160
miles tc¢ the north of Ashkhabad, supply the sulphur works
there. The sulphur combine in Serny-Savod is however conside

™. erably larger and more modern than the sulphur works in
Ashkhabad and constitutes a modern industrial centre for the
chemical industry. All the products manufactured in Serhye

Savod have to be transported via Ashkhabad,

The glass factory in Ashkhabad, which was only expanded and
modernized in recent years, plays a leading part in the
manufacture of glassware.

In conclusion it must be stressed that the constantly ex-
panding industry of Ashkhabad is becoming more and more _
important and is transforming the capital of Turkmenistan,
which is already en administrative and military town, into
an industrial town as well.

S50X1-HUM
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